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T he Banana  

Benders Bugle AUGUST  2010 

The  Bugle:-  29 Bluegrass Crt.             
Eight Mile Plains 4113 

burtrax@bigpond.net.au                    
Noel Miller,   Ph. 3841 6619  

Reproduced courtesy of  

Issue 56 

 SUNSHINE STATE ROUNDUP          
and QCA  GALA  DANCE  

       St. Joseph’s Primary School 

             42 Pine Mountain Rd.,  
                           North Ipswich  

Saturday 28 August 2010                   
GALA DANCE.    1;00pm to 4;00pm       $7.00               

                                                                                                       
ROUNDUP         $10.00.  

Rounds 7.00pm     Squares 7.30pm     Dress Set  8.0 0pm 
 

Noel McKenzie, 16 Lawson Place, Forest Lake Qld 4078 

Phone: 0417 616 572     Email:  merleandnoel@gmail.com 

                     Proudly brought to you by Town & C ountry (Ipswich). 
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STEPPING OUT WITH CLOGGING 
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AMY PAIGE WARRINGTON 

BORN -             Monday, 26th July, 2010 

TIME -              9.04 a.m.  

WEIGHT -        6lb 0oz   (2720 grams)     

LENGTH -        50.5cm 

Mother Hazel and baby Amy Paige are home, happy and 
healthy.  Jason, Lauren and Clare are all excited about the 
new arrival. 

 BEST WISHES TO THE WARRINGTON FAMILY 
FROM THEIR MANY SQUARE DANCING AND   
CLOGGING FRIENDS.  
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Round Dance Corner  -  QRDA. 

We are looking forward to out upcoming International teaching weekends 
with Curt and Tammy Worlock. They will be using the first of their two 
weekends, August 28-29, with us to hold a “Boot Camp” on Waltz, starting 
from the very beginning –hold, posture-etc– thru to the Phase IV movements. 
It will include all the movements used in “Square Dance Waltzes” and should 
be an eye-opener to most of us who     usually just learn a new dance, but 
don't learn correctly how to use body flow, posture, and the connection be-
tween dancing partners to allow us to float through the routine. The whole 
weekend will be based on the Waltz, whilst the Saturday evening dance will 
be the usual club level mixture of rhythms. 

Valentine Rounds hosted the annual Beginner dance at the end of June and despite an unexpected change 
of venue saw about 20 couples enjoy an evening of mixed dancing. Hemmant Community Hall was the 
new venue and we all discovered how good the hall is, especially the huge supper room out back.  

Bev McLachlan was made a Life member of the Australian Round Dance Association during the recent 
Convention at Wodonga .Congratulations, Bev.  A fitting award for someone who has worked tirelessly 
over many years to assist in making Round dancing the activity we  enjoy today.  

     The second weekend, September 4-5, will see teaching at the phase V level 
and see several rhythms taught over the two days. Again there will be a club level dance on Saturday 
night , as with the first weekend. Both weekends will be catered for – lunch, dinner, and coffee breaks – 
with the registration forms available on the website- www.rounddanceqld.com . Venue for both Worlock 
weekends is Clairvaux McKillop School Hall, Klumpp Rd, Mt Gravatt. 

AUSTRALIAN ROUND DANCE ASSOCIATION  
NATIONAL PROGRAM - ADDITIONAL CATEGORY ‘A’ DANCES 

INVITATION:   The Australian Round Dance Association (ARDA) invite your input by giving you the opportunity to add Category “A” 
Dances ( Square Dance Round Dances) to the National List for inclusion in the evening round dance programs at National Square 
Dance Conventions. 

This is YOUR opportunity to have YOUR input 

CRITERIA - Category A i.e. Phase III and below in TWO STEP, FIVE COUNT OR WALTZ Rhythms only 

If possible please provide the Cue Sheet 

Music must be available - Music obtained via Free Download is acceptable 

You can nominate from 1 to 40 dances 

DEADLINE -  Please provide your nominations NO LATER THAN 1 SEPTEMBER 2010 

For assistance seek help from your Club Cuer/Leader or any of the ARDA Committee members. 

RETURN to - ARDA Secretary PO Box 26 Lower Plenty 3093  - no later than 1st September 2010 

This is the information that we require when you su bmit your suggestions.   Please don’t pass up this opportunity 

DANCE TITLE RHYTHM PHASE CHOREOGRAPHER MUSIC DATE RELEASED 

Kimberley Moon Two Step II + 1 Fishtail Ford BR1006 (45) ? 
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DISCLAIMER  

The views expressed in The Banana Benders Bugle are not necessarily those of the Square Dancing Society of 
QLD Inc., the Australian Round Dance Association, the Australian Clogging Association Inc. or the Editor. Articles 
submitted for publication may need to be edited due to space constraints. Articles submitted for publication,          
including anonymous contributions or those bearing a nom de plume, will not be considered for publication unless 
the actual name, address, contact telephone number and/or email address is included at the bottom of the finished 
article. This   information will be withheld from publication upon request, but must be supplied to the Editor when 
submitting your article.  The Editor  reserves the right to decline publishing any article or advertisement which he 
considers may be detrimental to the best interests and well-being of dancing and its participants (members). 
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In August we will not Dance on the Third Week-end A ugust [21 st and 22 nd ] 

as we will be in Rockhampton for the State Conventi on so we will dance  
instead on the 2 nd  week-end of August. (the 14 th  and 15 th )  Why not call in 

on your way to Rockhampton.  
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BAR K CIRCLE W   

A club social picnic at Clontarf was well at-
tended.  Club members travelled to Wodonga 
for the National in June.   Maurie & June 
joined with Nev and Bev on their travels of the 
Gibb River Road.  A social outing at the Win-
ery at Maleny was also very well enjoyed by 
those who attended.  Next club function is a 
visit to The Square Dance Centre in Buderim 
to help them celebrate their 25th Anniversary 
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SUNCOASTERS:   

For those of us who attended the National 
Convention we had a great cold time.          
Unfortunately we were unable to put in Club 
news last month as we had a quick turn 
around between the National and leaving for 
the trip to the Gibb River Road. 

Congratulations to our dressed set who       
represented Suncoasters as it was the only 
one from Queensland in the dress set parade 
at the National in Wodonga. 

A very special thank you to Gene and Gary for 
stepping in whilst Nev was away.  The     
dancers had a great time so hopefully Nev 
and Bev will be able to do a bit more travelling 
now? 

All dance sessions going well and promotion 
will be starting soon for our next round of    
beginners. 

Hope to see many of you at our 25th Anniver-
sary Week-end for the Centre and also in 
Rockhampton at the State Convention - don’t 
forget we have changed our week-ends in  
August ( see Notice in this Newsletter). 

Congratulations to our newly weds Paul and 
Natasha (Mr & Mrs Green). 

SUNSHINE COAST  

SQUARE DANCE CENTRE:   

Will we have celebrated our 25th Anniversary, 
or will it be just about to commence when the 
Bugle comes off the print line?  What new 
tricks will Jerry have planned for us this year?  

Our guest caller for the week-end, Jerry Jestin 
from the USA, offers a fantastic programme in 
all levels - really gets the brain into gear. Many 
bookings have been received by campers 
from near and afar for this week-end.   

Our new kitchen is in place and working rather 
well.  Our usual group of travellers have 
started to arrive for the warmer weather.   

What major project will they complete this 
year?  Last year they painted the inside of the 
hall and the year before the roof.   

A very big thank you to these folks. 
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With a Do Sa Do  

The music begins and Bill McHardy, 

Square Dance caller extraordinaire            

announces, ‘ Take your partner and Prome-

nade round the floor.’  

Another weekly U3A Square Dance 

class has begun.  As usual, Bill is keen,      

enthusiastic and ready for a good time – 

aren’t we all!  With a wicked gleam in his eye 

he says, ‘If you want to dance in the top set  

(nearest him on the stage) it will cost you 

$50.’  Bill, a canny Scotsman, hasn’t told   

anyone how much extra cash he’s made from 

such blatant corruption, but we are lead to 

believe it’s a small fortune. 

Bill and his wife Beth have been 

Toowoomba Square Dance stalwarts for over 

forty years.  In 1966 they began a square 

dance class in the very hall we now dance in, 

Laurel Bank Park Hall and in 1970 formed 

the Garden City Promenaders which         

continued successfully for forty years.  Obvi-

ously they have a wealth of experience to 

draw on and any number of stories to share.  

However, separating fact from fiction can be 

challenging at times because Bill is such a 

story teller, and some of his stories are al-

most as tall as Bill.   

‘Did I tell you about my son, Malcolm?  

He’s been square dancing all his life; in fact he 

began square dancing nine months before he 

was born. Mal’s memory is so good he         

remembers going to a weekend square dance 

with me and coming home with his mother!  

Now you think about that for a moment,’  says 

Bill. 

 

The reason I enjoy square dancing so 

much is due largely to the McHardy’s. Bill is 

an outstanding teacher; with him learning is 

always fun, there are never any put-downs, 

everyone is encouraged or gently corrected, 

everyone is kept busy and interested the 

whole time, nobody is asked to do anything 

more than they want, instruction is clear and 

uncluttered, giving dancers time to process 

the dance sequence before acting upon it. Bill 

is full of praise when he’s particularly pleased 

with everyone and is passionate in his desire 

to pass on as much square dancing            

knowledge as he feels we are capable of 

grasping. His positive attitude encourages 

everyone to try their best; ‘I’ve never seen that 

done so well, ’ he’ll say, or alternatively , ‘I’ve 

never seen it done quite like that before.’  

Beth is quiet and attentive, always 

ready with a smile and a friendly word. Like 

Bill, Beth is small and petite and as light as a 

feather when she dances. Beth reminds me of 

a good fairy; in fact I’m almost convinced she 

is one.  

As well as ‘calling’ the dances, Bill 

sometimes sings a call. These are                 

entertaining episodes.  There’s no need for a 

whole lot of technical paraphernalia either – 

with his trusty leather boxes of singles, a 

portable record player and a microphone, Bill 

is equipped and ready for action. Requests – 

with a covering note of $50 - are encouraged. 

The Toilet Song (as Bill calls it) or First Thing 

Every Morning and Last Thing Every Night , 

Ain’t  Misbehavin’, Green, Green, It’s Green 

They Say,  Over the Rainbow  are crowd       

favourites. 
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That reminds Bill of another joke that 

comes from his good friend, Kevin Kelly. ‘If 

you weigh a whale at a whale-weighing      

station, where do you weigh a pie?’   The 

words of this last song tell you: Somewhere 

over the rainbow, way up high (weigh a pie). 

Together Bill and Beth have travelled 

to many parts of Australia participating in 

square dance conventions, where hundreds 

of appropriately dressed dancers twirl and 

turn almost non-stop for three or four days.  

What a sight!  What stamina!  What a lot we 

have to learn! 

The intricacies of square dancing     

become more apparent as new routines are 

learned.  Four sets of partners face each 

other forming a square, men on the left of 

their partner. As Bill explains; ‘ the top couple 

( with their backs to the caller) are the best 

dancers, the second couple (on the right side of 

the top couple) are the next best dancers of the 

set, the third couple (facing the caller) are the 

best looking couple and the fourth couple are 

the leftovers.’   Besides your partner, it’s     

important to remember who your ‘corner’ is 

(the other person nearest you) because you 

are frequently asked to allemande  with your 

corner. 

As the caller controls the sequence of 

movements, dancers need to listen carefully. 

Bill might say, ‘And who are  you facing now?  

It should be the darn  corner.’  As routines are 

learned, skills develop and confidence in-

creases; nonetheless mistakes are easily 

made.  When all runs smoothly, each set of 

dancers become part of a well honed machine 

– the effect is almost magic 

!   ‘And look who you’re facing now – 

it’s mother!’ (Bill’s term for ‘partner’) 

After 2½ years of instruction, Pete and 

I can now make an ocean wave, roll away, do 

a grand square or a grand slide, a California 

twirl, a right and left through, a square 

through, a ferris-wheel, a star turn, weave 

the ring, scoot-back, a tea-cup chain, do-sa-

do, sashay, flutter-wheel and even rip and 

snort!  These American terms add a dash of 

flavour to square dancing, which, after all   

developed in the United States about 100 

years ago. 

Despite ongoing health problems, it’s 

obvious Bill loves doing what he’s doing. 

‘With square dancing, you never stop        

learning,’  he says. ‘It keeps you  mentally agile 

and physically fit.’  Every one of the U3A 

Square Dancers would agree.   

Bill always has the last word: ‘Thank 

your partner, corner too. All join hands, walk 

into the middle of the circle and say ‘thank 

you.’  Promenade your partner off the floor, 

‘cause there ain’t no more. We’ll see you next 

week.’  

Chris Foy 
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SUNCOASTERS ROUNDS:  

 Tuesday Learners still going well under 
Paul’s leadership as are the dancers with Bev 
on Wednesday mornings.  Seems the trick of 
the trade is to promote it as Ballroom dancing.  
Our Intermediate and Advanced Groups are 
going well and have started on the new 
dances from Wodonga.  All looking around to 
find dances to add to the 40 new dances 
wanted for the National List. 

CENTRE CLOGGERS  are still clogging 
along and had a great time whilst Bev was 
away.  Suddenly had to learn to read cue 
sheets and use the equipment, but by the 
sounds of it had a great deal of fun doing it.  
We meet every Wednesday night at 6.00 pm 
and are slowly, and with a lot of fun,             
proceeding through the Convention list. 
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